146         ELBA,  AND  THE HUN DEED   DATS.
vatoi's, merchants, magistrates, warriors, assembled around the throne, an immense population covering the Ohamp~de~Mars and uniting itself in spirit to the great objects of this magnificent ceremony, excited as ardent enthusiasm as any of which the most memorable epochs have left a souvenir/1 A good deal must be subtracted from this lyricism. Sadness underlay all the solemnities, and sombre1 presentiments took possession of men's souls.
In the Champ-de-Mars, the theatre of the- Federation of July 14,1790, there had been erected in haste some decorations as ephemeral as everything else was in those, days. The imperial throne was placed in front of the Military School, in the centre of a vast semicircular enclosure with double tiers of seats to right, and left, forming an amphitheatre capable of seating fifteen thousand spectators. A third tier, facing the throne, was open, and an altar was set up in the middle of it. About six hundred feet beyond the altar rose, another solitary throne which dominated the entire (-haiup-de-Mars. Troops to the number of fifty thousand, twenty-seven thousand of them being National (JuanIs, passed in review before the Emperor. An immense crowd covered all the rising grounds of the Cluunp-de-Mars even to the Seine.
Napoleon made his appearance in the carriage, used at his coronation, drawn by eight, horses; he wore the silk habit, the plumed hat, and the imperial mantle. Nothing was lacking to his cortege, neither great officers of the crown, chamberlains, pages, nor